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"border of the sandy desert which lies between the Jowf and Jebel Sharnmar. The act which has made his name famous was as follows : The prince poet Imral Kays was.brought by his feud with the Benu Asad, on whom he desired to avenge the death of his father Hojr, into the condition of an outlaw, j-*L>*. Pursued by the agents of Munthir king of Hira, he took refuge among the Benu Tay; bat when discord broke out among these on his account he left them and betook himself to a man of the Fazarah named cAmr son of Jabir. This "Amr told him that the dwellers iu tents could not protect him, but tlmt if Imr al Kays desired he would conduct him to one who would give him. a better protection than Csesar. Imr al Kays accepted the offer, and his host gave him in charge to another Fazari, who brought him to Saniuers castle of Al Ablak. Here he was well received, and recited a pcein which he had composed in honour of his protector. He dwelt with him some time, and Samuel gave him beasts with which to travel to Caesar (the emperor Justinian), whose favour and aid against his enemies he had resolved to implore. Imr al Kays left in Samuel's keeping his daughter and all his property, of which the most valuable objects were five cuirasses, or breast-mails, having respectively the names Al Fadfadah, "the large;'7 As Safiyeh, "the bright;" Al Muhsineh, "the protectress;" Al Khirrik, "the goodly or excellent;" and Umin ath thuyul, " the skirted;" that is, probably, having skirts of mail descending., over the hips. Imr al Kays repaired to Constantinople, where he was well received by the Emperor. There is reason to believe that he is the person spoken of by Procopius and Nonnosus (Caussin de Perceval, Essai, Vol. II. p. 316). The rest of his life is but a legend. It is related in the Kitab al Agh&ni (see the extract in M'Guckin. de Slane's Dtwan of Imr al Kays) that a certain Arab of the Benu Asad, whose brother had been slain by Imr al Kays, came to Constantinople, and calumniated the fugitive, whom the Kaysar had placed at the head of an army. He said that Imr al Kays was a debauched man, who had not only seduced the Emperor's 'daughter, hut